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Young Menôs Educational Network 

YMENôs mission is to prepare young men in North Lawndale for leadership by 

helping youth grow in their faith and character, develop a love for learning, and 

use their talents to serve the broader community. 

Board of Directors:  

 

Chair 

Frank Whiting  

Founder - Whiting Group 

 

Vice Chair 

Dave Schuurman  
Residual Management 

LCC 

 

Joe Riley 

Engineer, Metra 

YMEN Volunteer 

 

Dwayne Hurley  

General Parking Corp. 

Lawndale Resident 

 

Percy Ollie  

Financial Analyst 

Verizon Business 

 

Mark Petersen  

Director of Sales 

Astellas Pharma Inc. 

 

Tobias Eng 

Financial Representative 

Northwestern Mutual 

 

Dakota Foster  

YMEN Student 

Little Village High School 
  

Executive Director       

Michael Trout        

YMEN Founder 

YMEN  

PO Box 23410  

Chicago, IL  60623  
(773) 522-9636 phone 

(773)522-5236 fax 
(773) 852-9830 cell  

ymen@msn.com   

YMEN is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation, all donations are fully tax-deductible. 

WHO are these kids?  

Answers on page 4... 

 In celebration of YMENõs 

13th birthday  

help us to raise $113,000 

If each person on our mailing list donated 

$113, YMEN would have $113,000 and we 

would own this  BUILDING!  

Help us reach 100% participation by giving a 

gift of 13é.  

$13, $113, $313, $1113, $3113, 

$13,113...$113,000??? 

YMEN needs 100% participation to 

help us purchase the  

College and Career Residence! 

 
This building is adjacent to the Trout House 

and is in foreclosure.  This two-story brick 

building is now listed for $40,000.  With  

additional work we can acquire this $250,000 

asset for  $113,000! 

 

IT IS NOT JUST A BUILDING!  

 

The residence is a part of a much BIGGER 

dream to help YMEN college and career  

students own their first homeé 

in NORTH LAWNDALE.  

 

How do you revitalize a neighborhood? 

Answer: By bringing back strong neighbors! 

 

Weõve got the hood...   

Weõre just trying to bring back the neighbors! 

 

After getting a college degree, YMEN        

students can live in this starter home,  

build up equity to have a down payment  

and buy their first home.   

 

Just think what this project will do: 

Bring leaders back to the neighborhood, 

help YMEN guys become home owners, 

and strengthen the community by bringing 

skills and men of character back to  

Chicagoõs  west side! 
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My Experience In  

Memphis Tennessee 

By Ethereal Watts  

YMEN INTERN  

 

The Memphis Tennessee 

trip was an amazing ex-

perience, for both the 

YMEN students and my-

self. The trip to Memphis 

from Chicago took ten 

hours, including bathroom 

breaks, lunch and  dinner 

stops. When we finally 

reached our destination, 

we put our heads down to 

rest at the Holiday Inn 

Express Hotel.  The hotel 

was beautifully decorated 

with eloquent paintings, 

fascinating plants, great 

continental breakfast, and 

amazing rooms. 

 

 The next day we were off 

to see the great National 

Civil Rights Museum at 

The Lorraine Motel,where 

Dr. Martin Luther King 

was assassinated. At the 

entrance, you are wel-

comed by a great piece of 

artwork that shows you 

the struggle of African-

Americans in the United 

States.  

 

From there,we entered 

into a room that speaks to 

the importance of the great 

women of the civil rights 

movement--they were 

called The Freedom's Sis-

ters. 

 

A few of those great 

women were: Ella Jo 

Baker, Mary McLeod Be-

thune, Shirley Chisholm, 

Harriet Tubman, Rosa 

Parks, and Coretta Scott 

King. 

 

From there we moved 

through the time line of 

African-Americans, begin-

ning with their capture as 

slaves to their present state 

as great leaders of today. 

The next room was dedi-

cated to the life of Dr. 

Martin Luther King Jr; 

starting as the founding 

president of The Southern 

Christian Leadership Con-

ference to his demise. 

 

In that room, you are actu-

ally standing where he 

stayed in his last hours. 

After that great historic 

museum, we headed to a 

barbecue joint called 

TOP'S Barbecue. The food 

was GREAT! After lunch, 

we headed back to the ho-

tel for some relaxation and 

play time. 

 

Later that night, we went 

to the ballet for a great 

show.  Sunday morning, 

we went to a church for a 

worship service. Later that 

day we went to the famous 

B.B. King's Blues Club on 

Beale Street. While there 

we ate some great food, 

had live musical entertain-

ment, and even did a little 

shopping on Beale Street. 

 

Afterwards, we headed 

back to the hotel and pre-

pared to return home to 

Chicago the next day. 

YMENõs newest intern, ETHEREAL WATTS helps lead trip to MEMPHIS 
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Below:  Visiting the  Civil Rights Museum and 
the Lorraine Motel where Martin Luther King 
Jr. was assassinated.   


